
REGISTERING as a self-employed
childminder will become less complicat-
ed for residents across the borough by
the end of this month.

Those who want to take up these
much-needed roles will find it easier to
get offer the service from January 30,
thanks to a newly established Lifeline
Childcare Agency.

The agency will help provide better
options for parents returning to work by
creating a supportive system for new and
existing childminders.

As a co-operative venture, between
Barking and Dagenham Enterprise
(BDE) and Lifeline Projects, it also

hopes to increase the numbers working
as self-employed childminders.

Prospective childminders can engage
with the agency, who will be based at the
LifeLine JobShop, in Dagenham, to get
help with training, registering and sup-
port in their childcare role.

Chris Oliver, BDE Chairman told the
POST: “There is a huge risk that many
new childminders will not be able to
become registered and that existing
childminders will lose registration with-
out additional support.

“That can’t be good for the communi-

ty or for enterprise in general and that is
why we are backing this project.”

Lone parents and women in particular
will be targeted by the service and
advised on how to register as self-
employed, market themselves and sell
their service.

Consequently other parents, particu-
larly lone mothers or fathers, will be able
to get back to work due to an increase in
flexible and affordable childcare.

Project Manager Kay Treacy said: “We
offer free community-based training,
linked to children’s centres, bringing real
training opportunities right into the
heart of our community.”

Cheryl says she will get ‘real story’ across

Teenager wants to
clear name on TV

Helping childminders get ready for work

A TEENAGER has been branded a ‘slapper’ on websites and is
being verbally abused in the streets after airing her sexual laundry
on a television programme.

Shocked by the backlash, the 18-year-old now vows to ‘clear her
name’ by appearing on a daytime chat show.

Cheryl Tunney revealed that she had slept with 50 men in just two
years, on the Sex…With Mum and Dad programme.

Yet news of her promiscuous past has made her a hate-figure for
many and she has been openly criticised and heckled by residents
in this borough.

An onslaught of harsh criticism, derogatory statements and
upsetting remarks have also been posted about her on the inter-
net, since the programme aired on Wednesday, January 9.

Cheryl, who lives with her family in Dagenham, told the POST:
“It’s been quite upsetting really, all these people are shouting
things out in the street like ‘slapper’.

“Then there are websites where people are calling me names,
and some national papers who are basically calling me a slag.

“I am shocked because I went on the programme to show I
could change and I have changed.

“My sexual past was then and this is now, but these people
just won’t accept that.”

The former Robert Clack student claims her
current boyfriend, a 39-year-old Dagenham
man, has also been targeted but promis-
es to ‘stand by her’.

She adds: “He has had lots of
stick at work and when he’s
out and about, it’s just not
called for.

“He will stay with me
though, we are very happy
together and we are just
trying to ignore
them.”

The formerly promis-
cuous youngster is cur-
rently in talks with the
Trisha show, where she
hopes to clear her name.

She explained: “I am
prepared to do a daytime
television to get my real
story across.

“I’m not a bad person
and I did not expect peo-
ple to judge me so harsh-
ly.”

Yet the teenager is still
glad she did the pro-
gramme, and refuses to
leave the borough where
she has lived all her life, to
avoid the abuse.

Cheryl said: “My
boyfriend thinks we
should move somewhere
else but I am not being
forced out of my area, I have
grown up here.”

Happy together

Huge risk
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