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1. The contents of this report



1.
Introduction
1.1
The Business awards were identified as a key feature in the original LEGI bid. The purpose of the awards is to reward business success and provide a marketing opportunity to winners, to promote the relationship between businesses and the council and to promote relationships and recognition between business and residents.

1.2
The awards are in two parts. The first is the competition element which is for the promotion of the awards and the time to engage the businesses. This includes the judging of the entries and the profile raising of businesses in the community and with the council. The awards event is the second part and aims to promote Barking and Dagenham business generally and winners specifically. The two parts are necessarily integrated to ensure an overall successful outcome.

2.

This report updates Board members on activities and progress to date.

2.1
Compere

2.2
The comedienne Sandy Toksvig has been booked as compere for the awards event on July 8th.

2.3 The fee is £6000

3.
Judging process

3.1
The judging of each award category will take place on 7th May 2008.

3.2
Each sponsor has nominated a representative to attend at a set time along with a representative from Lloyds/TSB.
3.3 A shortlist of three for each category will be compiled at this meeting.
3.4 A field visit to all short listed candidates will take place w/c 12th May.
3.5 A ratification lunch to confirm category winners will take place on 21st May 2008 at Dagenham and Redbridge FC. All sponsors will attend.
3.6 The overall winner of the Best Business category will be decided on the 21st May 2008.
4.
Publicity and Direct Marketing campaign

4.1
The launch of the Business Awards and a half page ad appeared in the March-May issue of Business Life magazine. A third of a page coverage also appeared on page 4 of the March edition of The Citizen.
4.2
A second full page ad appeared in the Dagenham Post 26th March 2008 and a 
third on 24th April.
4.3 A second mail out to all 5000 businesses took place w/c 14th April 2008.
4.4
Two of the entries have been featured in the Dagenham Post (17th March and 4th  April).
4.5
All Chamber of Commerce members (92 in B and D) were mailed details 20th March.
4.6
Postcards were distributed to all council outlets.
4.7
All Market traders were canvassed face to face 18th March 2008.
4.8
All retailers in Vicarage Field and Dagenham Heathway were personally visited.
4.9
Gateway to London contacted all their businesses by mail.
4.10
Businesses in the following industrial areas were canvassed face to face (2nd, 10th and 14th April):
Stirling Industrial Estate, Wantz Road, Freshwater, Chadwell Heath Industrial Estate, Creekmouth, River Road, Thames Road, Long Reach, Fresh Wharf, Abbey Road, Dagenham Dock.
4.11
All 92 Chamber members were canvassed personally by telephone and visits to assist with application forms arranged if necessary.
5.
Website

5.1
The Business Awards page of the website received 166 visits in February, 235 in March and 432 in April.
6.
Entries (THIS SECTION TO BE UPDATED AFTER DEADLINE)
6.1
Getting entries has been extremely challenging, involving much face to face 
contact and hand holding.
6.2 
There have been a total of 12 entries.
6.3
5 entries for Best New Business, 1 for Innovation, 1 for Growth Business of the Year, 2 for Retailer of the Year, 0 for Business Person of the Year, 0 for Marketing Excellence, 2 for Training and Development.
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