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	Economic Development Newsletter – June 2011
This month find out how plans for the redevelopment of sanofi-aventis’s site in Dagenham are progressing. The plant is due to close in 2013 and local people can help shape the future of the site.  
Check out the new Barking Apprentice café that opens in Barking on 1 July – a new social enterprise that will help people back in to employment.  Barking is getting a further boost with the arrival of Rooff to their new HQ in Abbey Road. And the town centre was promoted as a place to do business at a recent event in central London.
Also find out what business support is available including a new free recruitment service and help with sustainable business practices.
If you’d like to discuss any of the topics or need business support, then please call us on 020 8227 3319.
 

We hope you enjoy reading economic development news, but if not, you can unsubscribe at any time.

	

	Managers vow to target mixed use site at sanofi-aventis’s redundant Dagenham plant
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	Senior managers at sanofi-aventis's Dagenham manufacturing plant have pledged their wholehearted support for mixed use of the site following the proposed closure of operations in 2013.

Addressing a public meeting in Dagenham this month as part of an ongoing consultation process, they reiterated their determination to create diverse employment opportunities and rejected fears that they would happily see the land turned over to a single use such as retail or warehousing.

Their comments came as more than 160 people gathered to hear an update on possible future options for the 108-acre site. Sanofi-aventis managers were joined on stage by representatives of Barking & Dagenham Council, the NHS and nationally recognised regeneration experts.  

Jim Moretta, sanofi-aventis Site Leader – Dagenham, told the meeting: "If at the end of 2013 all we have is just some supermarket retail solutions and maybe some large warehouse, we will have failed. I will regard it as a personal failure."

A follow on meeting is scheduled for the 6 October.

Read more>


	

	New Barking Apprentice café and bar to open

Barking Apprentice café and bar will open on the 1 July in Barking Town Square.  The facility is a social enterprise managed by professionals and staffed partly by apprentices who have been trained by the charity Training for Life in partnership with Barking and Dagenham Council.  

What makes Barking Apprentice special is that 100% of the profit – your money- is re-invested to provide training and support to unemployed people in Barking and Dagenham to help them back into employment.

Just by eating here and telling your friends and colleagues you are contributing – so come and have a taste!

Visit www.barkingapprentice.com for more information.

	

	Barking Town Centre opportunities unveiled at central London event 
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	The council recently hosted an ‘Invest in Barking’ event at New London Architecture to promote Barking Town Centre as a place to do business.

The event brought together 100 developers, investors, property agents, retailers, leisure operators and businesses looking to expand or relocate. They learnt about recent successes, current progress and the significant range of opportunities available to further enhance the town centre. Speakers included Margaret Hodge MP; Stella Manzie, LBBD’s new Chief Executive; Levent Kerimol, Design for London; Mark Bradbury, Deputy Director of Development, London Thames Gateway Development Corporation; and Elliott Lipton, Managing Director, First Base. 

The event forms part of a wider strategy to attract businesses to the borough especially with the focus on East London in 2012.

The Invest In Barking brochure is available on our website.

	

	Get business support in a FLASH
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	The University of East London (UEL) has been working in the borough for some time helping small to medium sized enterprises implement sustainable practices. If you’d like to lift your competitiveness, cut costs and meet environmental requirements in tenders, then the UEL team can help you with 12 hours of FREE consultancy. They have a wide range of expertise on offer and many local businesses have significantly benefited from their input.
 
You can contact the team on flash@uel.ac.uk or phone 0208 223 7092 to arrange for one of the team to visit your business to discuss your needs.

	

	FREE recruitment service

The council funds a free recruitment service for local businesses delivered from Job Shops across the borough. To date the service has provided recruitment assistance to over 100 registered businesses, large and small.

The Job Shops can provide assistance with arranging recruitment events, marketing and handling vacancies and pre-employment training.  We are committed to forwarding on to you only those people who are job ready and eligible to work in the UK.  The benefits to your business are:

· Free recruitment with access to the widest possible supply of local, job-ready candidates with the right attitudes and commitment

· Careful job matching with access to a caseload of clients

· A single point of contact for recruitment – vacancies are circulated widely to every other agency supporting local residents but we will ‘quality control’ so that you only see the people that meet your essential requirements.

The Job Shops have been recruiting for Lidl for the last 12 months, Allen Peppar Area Manager of Lidl UK said: “The quality and preparation of the candidates put forward for consideration by Job Shops has been fantastic, the partnership with the job shops has been great.”

If you would like to know more then call Richard Penny on 020 8227 5954 or email: barkingjobshop@lbbd.gov.uk

	

	Economic development team offers work related experience to local students
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	The economic development team along with a range of other council departments and others businesses have been hosting groups of ‘A’ Level students from Barking and Dagenham as part of the Insight into Management programme.  Small groups of students are given a business task to tackle during a week spent in the work place. 

The economic development team housed five Warren Comprehensive students tasked with producing a marketing plan for the new Barking Enterprise Centre.   During the week the students visited the site and interviewed a range of people to inform their work which is presented on the final day of their placement. 


	

	Rooff comes to Barking
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	Rooff Ltd, a family run construction and development company, which has been in the industry for almost 100 years, is moving to Barking. 

Originally based in Newham and partly displaced by the Olympics, Rooff bought the Granary on Abbey Road, Barking and have turned it into a combination of a new head office and lettable space for commercial and creative industries. The project forms part of the Creative and Cultural Industries Quarter which is based around the Malthouse. 

Steve Drury of Rooff said, “We recognise the changes that are happening in Barking and how it has improved over the years. We are investing in the borough to give a huge boost to the commercial, cultural and creative hub, which will once again focus attention back on to the river as historically this has been a valuable resource for Barking and its residents.”

Visit www.rooff.co.uk

	

	London Sustainable Industries Park gets a boost 
Mayor of London, Boris Johnson and Minister for Climate Change, Greg Barker this week endorsed the Government’s £10m spending approval which will kick start works on the London Sustainable Industries Park.
Mark Bradbury, Deputy Director of Development at London Thames Gateway Development Corporation (LTGDC) announced the Government’s £10 million approval which will enable the final phase of infrastructure on the London Sustainable Industries Park in Dagenham.

Read more

	

	Trade Local event 7 July

Do You Want More Local Business Opportunities?
How do I register my interest for contract opportunities in the borough? How can I automatically receive alerts when there are new opportunities available? 

All those who want to hear how to tender for contracts and Trade Locally should attend!
Visit www.bdchamber.co.uk for more information. 

	

	Face the People event

Want to know more about crime in the borough?

Then come to the Face the People event and meet the people in charge of tackling crime and disorder in Barking and Dagenham. The event will provide an opportunity for local people and businesses to question statutory authorities on the delivery of outcomes in relation to crime and community safety. 

Visit our web site for more information.


	

	Get travel advice to keep your business running during the Games
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	For six weeks in summer 2012, the Games will have a huge impact on London's transport network.  The organisers have put together a free online toolkit full of information to make things easier for you, your staff, customers and suppliers.

Head to london2012.com to get your toolkit and keep on running during the Games.

	

	June business of the month
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	Whether you want something delivered around the corner, throughout the UK or across the world, Lewis Day Transport is here to help.

With offices in the borough and across the country, this multinational courier prides itself on being able to deliver. In January, the business moved one of its offices to Crown House, in central Barking. With an established fleet of 50+ vehicles, the Barking branch is fully equipped to take on a multitude of same-day, overnight and international deliveries for customers throughout east and south-east London, Essex and Kent.

Whether you need a bike to pick up a parcel, an HGV to carry a bulk delivery or a chauffeur-driven saloon to take you to a meeting, Lewis Day Transport can take care of it. The friendly team of drivers and office staff also work with clients to make sure consignments arrive on time.

Associate director Steve Purkiss said: “We were originally based in Bow, east London. We moved to Barking in January and things are going well. People like their courier to be based locally and we’ve been networking with many local businesses. 

“We offer a highly professional, reliable and cost-effective service.”

To arrange a delivery with Lewis Day, call 020 8477 4320 or visit www.lewisday.co.uk

	

	Business events

1 July – IT Training Course: Sage Beginners Training Course
This course includes all you need to know about the basics of Sage 50 Accounts so that you can start to use it to manage your business.
6 July – Need help with business finance?
A FREE* event from Gateway to Investment

If you’re considering a loan to purchase new equipment, help with cashflow issues or would simply like to know what your finance options are – this event could be crucial for you to attend.

Transport operator workshops

As part of our commitment to improving Freight Logistics in the borough, we have developed five half-day workshops for June and July covering a series of key transport safety topics.

East London Expo, a new annual event run by the Barking & Dagenham Chamber of Commerce

A business to business exhibition that will provide opportunities for businesses trading in East London, attracting both buyers and suppliers of local goods and services.
The event is on 12 October 2011 – to attend or exhibit at East London Expo visit: www.eastlondonexpo.co.uk
For more information about events and to keep up-to-date with the latest event listings, visit our web site

	
	

	Business support contacts

Business relationship managers
Barking and Dagenham Small Business Centre 
Chamber of Commerce
Business Link London
East London Business Place 

Tower Hamlets College Business Support Unit 

	ABOUT US>>

Barking and Dagenham Enterprise (BDE) is the team responsible for economic development and business support in the Borough.  It delivers part of the Skills, Jobs and Enterprise Board's Single Programme.  Further details of the Board and the Single Programme can be found on the website.


	Barking & Dagenham Enterprise
London Borough of Barking & Dagenham

3rd Floor, Maritime House

1 Linton Road Barking IG11 8HG

Tel: 020 8227 3319 

Fax: 020 8724 8094
Email: info@boldanddynamic.co.uk


	Get more! Visit us online at www.boldanddynamic.co.uk
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