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	Economic Development Newsletter – August 2011
Welcome to the August edition of the newsletter.  August has been a difficult month for businesses with the disturbances across the country adding to poor trading conditions. However, local organisations have developed a range of support for businesses and the council has been successful in a funding bid of £650,000 for improvements to Barking Town Centre.

Remember Sky Ride is this Sunday – and we have tips on how your business could benefit from the event.
If you’d like to discuss any of the topics or need business support, then please call us on 020 8227 3319.
 

We hope you enjoy reading economic development news, but if not, you can unsubscribe at any time.

	

	Barking and Dagenham open for business after recent disturbances

Following the recent London-wide disturbances, Barking and Dagenham remains open for business. 

Borough Commander Matt Bell described Monday 8 August as the ‘worst night of disorder Barking and Dagenham has ever seen’.  Barking Town Centre saw the worst disorder with a handful of shops damaged and looted whilst all traders suffered from the uncertainty and the closure of Ripple Road due to the fire at the former Westbury Arms.   The council and its partners have worked hard to keep the borough up and running including establishing a range of communication channels to keep businesses up-to-date with the latest news.

The council has established an emergency text message facility for the borough’s businesses. If you want to be included please e-mail info@boldanddynamic.co.uk the number you would like texts sent to should there be future emergencies.

Otherwise for further and up to date information please see:

· The council’s website: www.lbbd.gov.uk is regularly updated.
· The council’s Facebook page (www.facebook.com/barkinganddagenham) is where the council responds to any rumours posted.
· The council has also established a Twitter account for urgent messages : @lbbdcouncil
· To sign up to the monthly e-newsletter with news for Barking and Dagenham businesses please go to newsletter sign-up.
· The Met Police’s advice for businesses can be found on their website.
· The Department for Business Innovation and Skills have support and advice for businesses on their website: www.bis.gov.uk
· Business Link in London are offering Business Recovery Advice. Contact 0845 6000 787, email info@bllondon.co.uk or visit www.businesslink.gov.uk
In light of the recent public disorder the council’s business continuity team is offering free advice to local businesses in helping prepare for any future disturbances or major incident. For further information please visit www.lbbd.gov.uk or contact Tony Cox the borough’s business continuity officer on 020 8227 3408.
The council has received various guidance notes from the government regarding funding streams to support businesses affected by the rioting.  Our initial reading suggests the number of businesses eligible for support in Barking and Dagenham would be very limited.  We will be seeking clarifications on certain points and will contact any businesses who may be eligible as well as putting information on the www.boldanddynamic.co.uk site. 

	

	Outer London Fund success 
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	The regeneration and economic development of Barking Town Centre will be boosted this year with the announcement on the 3 August by the Mayor of London that the Council’s bid for £650,000 for a package of improvements has been successful.
The Greater London Authority and the Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, announced that 20 boroughs will receive funding from the first round of the Outer London Fund (OLF).  Barking and Dagenham received the sixth highest amount. The fund is aimed at helping outer London high streets and town centres become more vibrant and prosperous.  The OLF has been primarily set up for outer London boroughs that can show tangible improvements to the area by helping to strengthen local economies and contribute to future growth.
Barking Town Centre’s bid consisted of a package of measures to build on Barking’s growing strengths, unlock the potential and address key weaknesses.  The elements of the project include: 

· Further funding for public realm improvements outside the station – so the area becomes a more attractive gateway into the Town Centre and much improved environment for shoppers.
· Design work for the area between the Magistrates Court and Market Square (Implementation would form part of a Round 2 bid)  
· Improving security for retailers.
· Screening vacant shops and development sites with artistic panels setting out how Barking is changing.  This will help reduce the negative image they currently represent which can deter investment and customers.  
· Marketing and promoting the town centre.  
· Events and activities which bring additional trade to Barking in the pre-Christmas period.   

The bid was supported by a range of private sector organisations and the Council will work closely with a wide range of partners (including Design for London) in the development and implementation of the projects.
Visit www.london.gov.uk for more information.
· 

	

	The Mayor of London’s Sky Ride is coming to Barking - How you can get involved and benefit your business
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	We are delighted to announce that we are hosting the Mayor of London’s Sky Ride in Barking & Dagenham for the first time on Sunday 21 August 2011.

Sky Rides are a fun, friendly and free community bike rides that give thousands of cyclists, of all ages and experience levels, the opportunity to ride on traffic- free roads. 

Our route includes Barking Park and Mayesbrook Park as well as passing through the heart of Barking Town Centre, offering you a range of opportunities to sell goods and promote your business. 

Sky Rides are hugely popular.  During previous years well over 10,000 people joined rides in other boroughs, and, as an Olympic Borough, we are hoping that we can do as well, if not better, for our first event.

We would like your business to benefit from the unique opportunity the Sky Ride presents. Here are just a few suggestions as to how your business can be part of the Sky Ride on the day:
· Offer special promotions to participants – offers on 
food, snacks and drinks may be particularly effective
· Sell or give away drinks and refreshments with your business branding
· Hand out promotional material – many people taking part will be local and may be encouraged to visit you again, while some will be visiting for the first time and we want them to return.

Visit the Sky Ride web site to find out what’s happening near you. 

	

	

	Shopping parades get new banners 
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	Lamp post identity banners are being installed in five shopping areas within the borough as the final element of a £1m package of improvement works. Chadwell Heath, Broad Street, Andrews Corner, Reede Road and Martins Corner are all getting banners welcoming shoppers to the area and encouraging people to shop local. This is part of giving a greater sense of identity to retail areas alongside the establishment of local Retail and Business partnerships. 

In the run up to Christmas the Council and theNews will be encouraging residents to Shop Local and showcasing some of the great range of independent traders within the borough.

It is hoped further banners can be included alongside additional improvement works to parades such as Robin Hood, Five Elms and Fiddlers Corner. 



	

	Are you ready for 2012?
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	The 2012 Games will have a huge impact on London's transport network and businesses need to start preparing.  

The council and its partners are looking at holding a number of events to discuss the implications and ensure the borough’s businesses start preparations.

 

A key event for businesses to discuss preparations with a range of speakers will be held on the evening of Tuesday 25 October at Barking Learning Centre.  The event will give businesses the chance to understand what Olympic related activity is happening in the borough and the opportunities available, and also to debate the wide range of implications that businesses need to consider.  Details, including speakers, will be in the September newsletter.  

Prior to that there will be a specific Olympic Route Network meeting with Transport for London on Friday 7 October from 9am -12pm at the Civic Centre in Dagenham. 

Keep an eye on the events pages of the BDE web site for further information about both events.

In the meantime the Games organisers have put together a free online toolkit full of information to make things easier for you, your staff, customers and suppliers.   Head to london2012.com to get your toolkit and keep on running during the Games.



	

	Is your address official?

One of the best things you can do for your business is to check that you do. It is very important that business site names and numbers are part of a Formally Approved Address. 
Registering addresses is something that has often been overlooked by property owners, architects and planning consultants. But it is a legal requirement to register and failure to do so can lead to enforcement action.
Developments that don’t register their name and businesses which then go on to change the name of their property without agreement can incur needless expense and generate all sorts of problems with their deliveries and services. They may also put the welfare of their employees and any visitors at risk. 
Read more>>

	
	

	

	Introducing the new way to hire an apprentice
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	If your business could benefit from an enthusiastic and well-trained apprentice, but you have just never got around to it or are put off by the paperwork, there is now an easy solution. 
Apprenticeships Work Ltd – the new initiative from Barking & Dagenham College - will handle all the recruitment and employee admin, so you can concentrate on running your business. You pay an all-inclusive weekly fee with no hidden extras, plus your business benefits from the highest quality up-to-date training. 
For an informal discussion on how Apprenticeships Work could help, please speak to Debbie Wren on 0844 288 1068 extn 7409 or email debbie.wren@apprenticeshipswork.co.uk 



	

	Business of the month
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	SAI Photography, set up by Saira Awan, has been running for just over two years and has worked with large corporate clients such as Barclays bank, BAFTA, and The American Muffin Company. But despite having worked with big businesses, Saira admits that she prefers working with local small and medium businesses like her own.  After setting up her own business without any previous working business experience, she learned how critical the visual communication between them and their potential clients can be, and so wants to help other local businesses.
 

Locally Siara has worked with Nsaanedateri cards, Savortex and Barking and Dagenham Council, and she can offer:

· product shots for online and print catalogues 
· images of your service in action, which can be used on promotional and marketing purposes 
· team headshots for websites and prints
· event coverage
· provide graphic layout of photobooks to showcase your products/services to potential clients

 

To view the website of SAI Photography please visit www.saiphotography.com
 

If you have any questions, queries or would like a specific quote please do not hesitate to contact Saira on 07763 901717 or email info@saiphotography.com

	

	Business events

Forthcoming business events: 
23 Aug and 21 Sept– Pre-EXPO networking evening and seminar
3 Sept – Barking & Dagenham Cultural Event

Barking and Dagenham Access Group and Women Together are working in partnership to organise a cultural event to bring “the rich cultures of our borough together”.

12 Oct – B&D East London EXPO

The B&D East London Expo is a business to business exhibition that will provide opportunities for businesses trading in East London, attracting both buyers and suppliers of local goods and services.

For more information about these events and to keep up-to-date with the latest event listings, visit our web site

	
	

	Business support contacts

Business relationship managers
Barking and Dagenham Small Business Centre 
Chamber of Commerce
Business Link London
East London Business Place  

Barking & Dagenham CVS
	ABOUT US>>

Barking and Dagenham Enterprise (BDE) is the team responsible for economic development and business support in the Borough.  It delivers part of the Skills, Jobs and Enterprise Board's Single Programme.  Further details of the Board and the Single Programme can be found on the website.


	Barking & Dagenham Enterprise
London Borough of Barking & Dagenham

3rd Floor, Maritime House

1 Linton Road Barking IG11 8HG

Tel: 020 8227 3319 

Fax: 020 8724 8094
Email: info@boldanddynamic.co.uk


	Get more! Visit us online at www.boldanddynamic.co.uk


	© London Borough of Barking and Dagenham, all rights reserved.
	At Barking & Dagenham Enterprise, we respect your privacy. You can unsubscribe at any time.
	info@boldanddynamic.co.uk
www.boldanddynamic.co.uk

	E-mail confidentiality notice. This message is intended for the addressees only. It may be private, confidential and may be covered by legal professional privilege or other confidentiality requirements. If you are not one of the intended recipients, please notify the sender immediately on +44 0 20-8215-3000 and delete the message from all locations in your computer network. Do not copy this email or use it for any purpose or disclose its contents to any person: to do so maybe unlawful.
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