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	Economic Development Newsletter – April 2011
The new financial year is here and with it comes the start of two key public transport projects – work is set to start on improving the forecourt in front of Barking Station, providing a safer more pleasant space for users. And the implementation of the new East London Transit route is about to start too, bringing improved transport accessibility for residents and businesses.
Don’t forget that there’s still time to enter the Barking & Dagenham Business Awards – entry closes on 11 May.
If you’d like to discuss any of the topics or need business support, then please call us on 020 8227 3319.
 

We hope you enjoy reading economic development news, but if not, you can unsubscribe at any time.

	

	Barking Station improvements to start
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	Improvement works outside Barking Station are due to start in June and take four months to complete. The aim is to create a more pleasant, spacious and safer area directly outside the station.  Public consultation held in March 2010 identified people’s main concern as the overcrowding at the station entrance due to bus queues, so the bus stops are being moved to create more space outside the station. Other improvements include new paving, better signage and new street furniture. 
The works will cause temporary disruption due to the necessary closure of Station Parade and Cambridge Road to all eastbound traffic past Barking Station on Station Parade between Cambridge Road and Wakering Road.  Bus stops will be temporarily relocated to London Road Further details of access restrictions will be available on the LBBD website closer to the start of the works, information will also be given to Station users and posted in and around the Station.  Every effort will be made during the construction to reduce period or road closure and minimise disruption.



	

	Work set to start on new East London Transit route
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	After what seems like forever( but in reality quite a short while given the complexity of things) work is about to start on the route of ELT1B from Ilford to Barking Riverside.  The new route will provide:

· Dedicated bus lanes in selected areas to improve journey times 

· Reduced congestion by removing parking and loading from traffic lanes 

· Improved footways and pedestrian access 

· Upgrades and improvements to some traffic signals and junctions along the route 
· Improved passenger information 

· A tree-lined avenue along River Road
Land for the route – a seven metre strip on the west of the top of River Road - has been acquired and tree cutting will start this month. This work, lasting to July, will be mainly off-road. Between July and December the utilities will be moved, and at the same time the main work will start. Co-incidentally July is the time when the main work on strengthening the Renwick Road bridge will start.

Transport for London has assured businesses that if River Road needs to reduce to one lane then this will take place at night. 

Work is due to finish in September 2012. However, the promised parking restrictions that are to be introduced will be delayed until the full service to Barking Riverside is up and running.



	

	Have you entered the Barking & Dagenham Business Awards yet?

The business awards are FREE to enter and if you send in an entry you may be eligible for a place at the Gala Awards Ceremony with a guest compère. To be in with a chance of winning you must submit your entry by 5pm on Wednesday, 11 May 2011.
All shortlisted companies will be given two free tickets to the Awards Ceremony, but further tickets will be available for purchase in June. More information about ticketing will be made available nearer the time.
You can enter for more than one category, but each entry must be on a separate online form. The overall winner is selected from the nine category winners.
Visit: www.boldanddynamic.co.uk/awards or call Paul Bishop on 020 8724 8292 


	

	Staff sickness and well-being at work 

Staff sickness in a small company can often significantly disrupt the operation of the business. What should you do and how can you lessen the impact on your business? Now there is an NHS helpline that offers free advice to business owners on managing staff sickness. The advice line will provide expert support to help you.

The advice line number is 0800 077 88 44 (working hours).
Read more>


	

	Farewell Eureka, welcome FLASH

After helping many small-medium enterprises in LBBD over the last year with their environmental sustainability issues, the University of East London has more funding available to help businesses in the borough.
The University can help with 12 hours of practical assistance to improve the environmental performance of your business and help you meet environmental requirements in public tenders. The assistance is wide ranging in scope and can include things such as:
· developing environmental policies, ISO accreditation and management systems
· increasing online effectiveness
· environmental and energy audits
· waste management and recycling plans
· sustainable construction methods and materials
· implementation of green IT and
· product development 
To contact the team just email them on flash@uel.ac.uk 



	

	Enterprise Academy is open for business

Run as an independent business unit, the Enterprise Academy means businesses can tap into the wealth of student talent available at Barking & Dagenham College. With over 120 commissions on its books the Academy has delivered a wide variety of high quality projects at very cost effective prices – from design to decorating, construction to catering, or hospitality services to horticulture, and lots in between.  The Enterprise Academy can take on any commission which matches the skills of learners across 11 areas of study.

If you have a project which you need specialist help with and would like to find out if Barking & Dagenham College’s Enterprise Academy can help, please call 020 8090 3020 extn 7258 and ask for Jon or Tatiana.

Visit: www.barkingdagenhamcollege.ac.uk for more information.


	

	April Business of the Month
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	N&C Building Materials, based on Freshwater Road, off Whalebone Lane has been awarded Business of the Month for its ongoing commitment to the local community, award winning showroom and its business model as the ‘one stop shop’ for all DIY and construction related products and solutions. Open to the public as well the trade, N&C Building Materials boasts London’s largest paving display, a large variety of award winning tiles, natural stone, sanitary ware, kitchens, ironmongery, heavy side products and much more.
Read more> 

	

	Business Events

Forthcoming business events: 

12 May – How to improve cash flow with invoice factoring

Our finance expert will explain how ‘Factoring’ (or as it is sometimes known – Invoice Finance) can help your business improve its cash flow.

For more information about these events and to keep up-to-date with the latest event listings, visit our web site

	
	

	Business Support Contacts

Business relationship managers
Barking and Dagenham Small Business Centre 
Chamber of Commerce
Business Link London
East London Business Place



	ABOUT US>>

Barking and Dagenham Enterprise (BDE) is the team responsible for economic development and business support in the Borough.  It delivers part of the Skills, Jobs and Enterprise Board's Single Programme.  Further details of the Board and the Single Programme can be found on the website.


	Barking & Dagenham Enterprise
London Borough of Barking & Dagenham

3rd Floor, Maritime House

1 Linton Road Barking IG11 8HG

Tel: 020 8227 3319 

Fax: 020 8724 8094
Email: info@boldanddynamic.co.uk


	Get more! Visit us online at www.boldanddynamic.co.uk
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