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	Economic Development Newsletter – February 2011
The Business Awards for 2011 were officially launched on 9 February. Now in their fourth year, the awards celebrate the success of the borough’s businesses, both large and small. So register now to be in with a chance of winning one of the prestigious awards.
The Olympics may seem far off, but roads and public transport will be much busier during the Games, so businesses need to plan ahead to make sure access won’t be affected. We’ll keep you up-to-date with information on how to keep your business running smoothly during the Games, and where you can get help and advice.
If you’d like to discuss any of the topics or need business support, then please call us on 020 8227 3319.
 

We hope you enjoy reading economic development news, but if not, you can unsubscribe at any time.

	

	Business Awards 2011 - Looking for the success stories in Barking & Dagenham
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	The 2011 Barking & Dagenham business awards were launched on Wednesday 9 February at one of Barking’s new businesses the Japanese restaurant, Oishi-Sushi and attended by sponsors and past winners.

Speaking at the launch Paul Bishop, Business Relationship Manager, from the borough’s Economic Development team said:”The Barking and Dagenham Business Awards are an established part of the local business calendar. As well as celebrating the success of our businesses, of all sizes, the event provides an excellent networking opportunity. I would especially like to thank all our sponsors this year, all of whom play an important part in the success of our local economy and without whom these awards would not be possible.”
Clive Wilding, Chair of the Skills, Jobs and Enterprise Board said that the awards demonstrate the importance of local businesses to the success of the Barking & Dagenham Economy and he urged every business to put in an entry.

The awards are free to enter and are open to every business trading in the borough of Barking & Dagenham. 

Visit www.boldanddynamic.co.uk/awards for more information.



	

	Dagenham Library official opening event
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	The formal opening of Dagenham Library took place on the 17 February with the Leader of the Council, Cllr Liam Smith, unveiling a plaque.   He thanked developers Bouygues UK and partners Southern Housing and highlighted how the new facility had been warmly welcomed and was being very well used.

The library formed a key part of the economic regeneration of the Heathway – civic facilities at the Heathway for the first time bringing additional trade and turning an eyesore former public house into a striking landmark building showing the Heathway is a place to invest.   

The first Dagenham Heathway Retail and Business Partnership met within the library on the 2 February with a strong turnout of businesses, the Police and Councillors to discuss ways of improving the Heathway and supporting the local economy.   The Skills, Jobs and Enterprise Board also held their February meeting in one of the library’s attractive meeting rooms.



	

	The Fiddlers Retail and Business Partnership
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	The second meeting of the Fiddlers Retail and Business Partnership was held on the 16 February at Dagenham Swimming Pool.  Given the council is investing over £20m in the new Becontree Leisure Centre it is important that the council and businesses work together to ensure this investment also benefits the wide range of shops and services in the area. The well attended meeting heard a presentation about the facilities that will be available and discussed options for ensuring local businesses benefit from the increased number of people in the area and the marketing opportunities available.     

Other business partnerships and forums will also shortly be able to discuss corporate membership of the borough’s leisure centres as an incentive for staff alongside free health checks and opportunities for corporate and social events. 

The next meeting is due to be held in mid May within the new leisure centre giving businesses the opportunity for a sneak preview prior to the centre opening. 



	

	Barking and Dagenham Young Chamber



	[image: image7.png]DY




	The first meeting of the Young Chamber for Barking & Dagenham, organised by the Barking and Dagenham Chamber of commerce and the Council, met on 8 February. In total 27 young people from various local schools were invited as well as business owners of local firms. Chris Oliver, Managing Director of AJC Wilson was one of the key note speakers. The presentation was followed by an interactive session with young people on “what people want from a Young Chamber and how it should run”.                                                                

Barking and Dagenham has one of the highest numbers of young people in the country (29.6% against a national average of 24%), with a massive rise in the 0-4 population of 14.9% between 2007-2009 (5.2 % nationally). Children and young people living in the borough face many local challenges for their future employment prospects and career aspirations. A higher percentage of young people in Barking and Dagenham are NEET (7.3% against 6.6% nationally).

A Young Chamber for Barking and Dagenham will help to raise aspirations in young people, by developing skills of entrepreneurship. It will help to share good practice and build networks of support for young people that are looking to start their own business or are already self-employed.



	

	Local Enterprise Partnership for London approved
On the 18 February, the government announced approval of a Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) for London co-chaired by the Maoyr of London and a leading business person.  

In many ways the borough’s own Skills, Jobs and Enterprise Board (SJE) carries out many LEP functions at borough level and it will be important for the SJE Board to lobby the new LEP on behalf of Barking and Dagenham’s businesses.



	

	All change for procurement

Government has announced that it wants 25% of all public contracts to be reserved for Small and Medium sized Businesses. It has revised the way that it advertises what is on offer. Currently it uses an electronic portal Supply2Gov for smaller value contracts. This will cease to exist at 5pm on 31 March 2011 and will be replaced by a new service called Contracts Finder which will be accessible through the Business Link website. Alongside Contracts Finder will be an on-line teaching resource called Winning the Contract – how to bid for public sector work. This has been in development for a number of years and replaces the previous paid–for web tuition with a free resource. Because of its strong reputation in championing the use of local suppliers, Barking and Dagenham Council was asked to assist in the development of the resource. It goes “live” on 1st April 2011 and there will be a link from the council website to it.



	

	Trading in the retrofit and refurbishment market

Retrofit and Refurbishment of buildings to meet the commitment to CO2 emissions is likely to be big business. The Mayor’s Office reckons that the market for London alone is estimated at £3.7bn a year until 2025. The Mayor’s programmes alone (Re:Fit and Re:New)  will create 14,000 jobs and add £720m gross added value per year to the London Economy. Further opportunities could unfold with the forthcoming Green Deal due to be rolled out in 2012.

All of this offers great opportunities to LBBD businesses both in manufacturing and in construction related services. It also offers challenges in terms of supply chain readiness (something that East London Business Place has been working with) as well as getting accredited.

At one end of the scale the Institute of Sustainability through its FLASH programme has been working with small and medium sized enterprises, particularly on product development to meet this new market. At the other end of the scale there is a need to alert SMEs to this new opportunity and to help them prepare for it. To achieve this latter aim, Grant Thornton through the Manufacturing Advisory Service has been commissioned by the department for Business, Skills and Innovation to prepare a guide for businesses as to the steps that they need to take to get ready. They also will be telling BIS what steps it needs to take to help SMEs take advantage of this market. In order to carry out this commission Grant Thornton wanted to test out their ideas on real businesses. They therefore approached LBBD for help. The borough pulled together a panel of some dozen businesses covering both manufacturing and construction services to test out the ideas that Grant Thornton had pulled together. An interactive workshop was held in the borough on 26th January with some eight businesses actually attending. 

The results of the workshop will be circulated to the businesses (which will be name-checked in the final report as having advised BIS) for final comment.  It is a tribute to the strength of LBBD manufacturing businesses that the borough was chosen for this important piece of work.

	
	

	

	Keep on running during the Olympics

The Olympic Games are taking place 27 July-12 August 2012 in London and across the UK, followed by the Paralympic Games 29 August-9 September 2012. 

Events will take place not just in East London but in other venues around the capital including Hyde Park, Horse Guards Parade, Lord’s Cricket Ground, Earl’s Court, Wembley Stadium and Greenwich Park.

The Games could impact your business in four main areas:

· Journeys to and from work for you and your staff

· Business travel

· Travel for your customers or other visitors

· Deliveries/collections and other suppliers

Help is available on the official London 2012 web site to create an action plan for handling travel during the Games. 

Visit: www.london2012.com for general information; http://www.london2012.com/traveladviceforbusiness where you can find out more about transport challenges during the Games and access the support materials that are being launched. 

If you would like any further details or have any queries relating to this, please email keeponrunning@london2012.com  



	

	Business of the Month
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	Chucks Custom Tattoos was set up in 1990 by Chuck Willmott – one of very few experienced female tattoo artists. It is an unusual take on the traditional idea of a tattoo studio, specialising in all types of tattoo from traditional to tribal, custom work to cover-ups. Chucks provides a unique environment and friendly atmosphere-combining the highest standards of artistic ability and hygiene for a top quality tattoo experience.

The studio is superbly decorated, making the most of its small shop space and Chuck has tried to increase her customer base by providing a welcoming environment for the customer such as providing albums of tattoo designs which can be looked through at leisure and by encouraging word of skin recommendation. However she recognised the need and was keen to raise the profile of the organisation.

Chuck was encouraged to proceed with the development of a website, introduce gift vouchers and develop a base of second generation tattooing-the children of many early customers. The business was also entered into the Borough Business awards on two occasions and was short listed as a finalist in two categories at the 2010 awards. It has been profiled in the local press which really helped promote the business.

After 20 years in business Chuck’s continues to thrive as a sustainable business in the heart of the community at 22 Goresbrook Road Dagenham.

For further details about Chuck’s unique range of designs or to book an appointment phone: 020 8984 0013.



	

	Business events

24 Feb – COALITION LAW – the new government’s views on employment law and regulation

This Workshop includes:

-
an Employment Law Update for 2011;

-
the effects of the recession on employers and employees

25 Feb – Beginners SAGE 50 1-day training course

This course includes all you need to know about the basics of Sage 50 Accounts so that you can start to use it to manage your business. 

1 Mar – Hammering Home Health & Safety

Learn how health and safety can help improve your business and save you money.

9 Mar – How to increase your bottom line - FREE event

Find out how your business can cope with competition, reduce costs and win new business.

13-16 March – Meet the Buyer 

London 2012 Meet the Buyer programme at the International Food & Drink Event (IFE) 2011

For more information about this event and to keep up-to-date with the latest event listings, visit our web site


	

	Local news
Barking and Dagenham Post report on Closed Loop extension

	

	Want more business news?
Visit Business Link in London for more business news.

	
	

	Business support contacts

Business relationship managers
Barking and Dagenham Small Business Centre 
Chamber of Commerce
Business Link London
East London Business Place



	ABOUT US>>

Barking and Dagenham Enterprise (BDE) is the team responsible for economic development and business support in the Borough.  It delivers part of the Skills, Jobs and Enterprise Board's Single Programme.  Further details of the Board and the Single Programme can be found on the website.


	Barking & Dagenham Enterprise
London Borough of Barking & Dagenham

3rd Floor, Maritime House

1 Linton Road Barking IG11 8HG

Tel: 020 8227 3319 

Fax: 020 8724 8094
Email: info@boldanddynamic.co.uk


	Get more! Visit us online at www.boldanddynamic.co.uk
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